Regulation and Disease
syphilis and gonorrhoea,27 in reference to both of which its object is not primarily to heal the woman, but rather to protect her patrons from infection. It is therefore not essential, from the standpoint of regulation, that prostitutes who have contracted syphilis should be interned during the several years during which the disease runs its regular course; it is only essential that the woman be kept under lock and key during the infectious stages of that tedious process. And the same is true, theoretically at least, of gonorrhoea.
The salient points in connection with these diseases are, for our purposes, these. Both are contracted early in the prostitute's career. Syphilis is a protracted affair, but the girl who has run the entire gamut of a single infection is subsequently immune; she does not*herself freshly contract the disease. She may, of course, at any time, act as a car-fter, receiving the germ from one patron and conveying it to another, even while herself not becoming actively infected. Having herself, however, contracted the disease, she is highly infectious during the primary stage, calculable in weeks, and during the secondary stage, usually occupying from two to three years, but sometimes lasting from five to ten. During this time, fresh manifestations, indicative of danger, appear from time to time; but infection may also be communicated when no signs of disease are visible. It is very important at the very outset to get clear notions as to these points. Syphilis is highly infectious during the entire duration
271 have paid little attention to soft chancre because it is of so much less consequence than the two diseases on which the argument turns.
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